“Educators’ Notes” explanatory statement for trainees

What is Educators’ Notes?

This is a new page added to Version 4.0 of the ePortfolio which will be released on Monday 3rd August 2009 to allow Administrators and Supervisors to add additional notes to a trainee’s ePortfolio.
Why Educators’ Notes?

The philosophy and ethos on which the ePortfolio was built is that it belongs to the trainee. But the evidence which it contains is also used in the global judgement part of the final review by the Deanery ARCP Panel.
There is information that trainers have about a trainee that affects this global judgement. This information would have been included in the Structured Trainers Report (under Summative Assessment) but it is now lost. Most of this information is telling the Deanery ARCP Panel about a trainee’s professionalism, behaviours, etc.

The trainers, educational supervisors and training programme directors have implicit knowledge about trainees’ performance that is not currently captured in the ePortfolio. This has led to a system of dual and informal reporting particularly for candidates with concerns.

It has been reported by Educational Supervisors and Deaneries that they are receiving phone calls from trainers and clinical supervisors reporting concerns or good progress about specific trainees as there is no facility to record this in the ePortfolio.

Educators Notes’ is not an additional tool; it is simply a new way to demonstrate development and progress within the ePortfolio, good and not so good. It has the added advantage of making the sort of information and/or reports described above, which are normally stored in Deanery files, more open and accessible. 
It is therefore not going to be a hidden ‘surveillance system’; it will be open and transparent, describing the journey during the training programme as a frank and open conversation between Trainees and their Educators.
Who can edit Educators’ Notes?

Trainers, Clinical Supervisors, Educational Supervisors and Deanery Administrators (including Training Programme Directors/Directors) assigned to the Trainee.  

Who can view Educators’ Notes?

This would be viewable by all users including trainees and the Deanery ARCP Panel.

How does it work?

A new link will be added for each trainee on their sidebar, labelled “Educators’ Notes”.

Clicking on this link will provide an interface where these users would be able to add comments to the Trainee’s ePortfolio. Any comment created would be date stamped at the time of entry and also labelled with the name of the user making it, with an option to give the note a title/subject heading.
It is separate from the learning log so the educational supervisor is not infringing upon this part of the trainee’s ePortfolio.
Comments created should always be discussed with the trainee and mainly to highlight areas of concerns or good performance.

Tamer Okasha

AiTs Representative
ePortfolio Development Group
